CLAIMS AMENDMENTS 



1. (Currently Amended) An E expandable intragastric balloon designed to be implanted inside the 
stomach of a patient for the treatment of obesity, aad-comprising: 

r(a}a first pouch (3) that is sufficiently flexible to pass from a reduced-volume 
configuration to an expanded configuration, and provided with at least one port (3), 
z(b) a second pouch (30) arranged so as to contain the first pouch (2), and provided 

with at least one hole (34),_and 
zM a sealing member (4) fastened onto the second pouch (30) in a leak-proof manner, 
and designed to seal said port (3) and said hole (34), 
oharaotorizod in that w herein t he first and the second pouches (2, 20) are made of different, non- 
compatible materials and are assembled together with the aid of a fastening elementf?) designed 
to ensure the leak-proof fastening of the sealing member (4) onto the first pouch (3), inside a 
passage (6) defined by a neck-(§) extending from the port-(3), by exerting a sufficient amount of 
pressure on said neck (§) in order to pinch it between the sealing member-(4) and the fastening 
element (3). 

2. (Currently Amended) The {intragastric balloon of eClaim 1, oharaotorizod in tha t wherein the 
sealing member (4) and the second pouch (30) are made of compatible materials, and » 
tha twherein the sealing member (4)-is fastened onto the second pouch (30) by welding or gluing. 

3. (Currently Amended) The { intragastric balloon as claimed in _of eClaim 1 of-3, oharaotorizod in 
that-wherein t he sealing member 4 comprises a flange (4B) enabling it to be fastened onto the 
periphery of the hole (34) in a leak-proof manner, ©rgrr-by gluing or welding the flange-(4B) 
together with the periphery of the hole-(3i). 

4. (Currently Amended) The { intragastric balloon as oloimod in of eClaim 1 ,2 or 3 , ohoraot e riz ed 
in-that -wherein t he sealing member (4) comprises a septum (4A)-arranged inside the passage (6) 
substantially opposite the fastening element-(7). 
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5- (Currently Amended) The { intragastric balloon as claimed in ono of eClaims 1 te-4, 
oharaot e riz e d in that wherein t h e fast e ning e lement (7) in Hor . ign a H tn miffimWly nnmprwq the 
ooptum (4A) the fastening elem e nt is designed to sufficiently compress the sealing member. 
particularly the septum, in order to ensure the leak tightness thereof, with respect to the fluids 
likely to be contained inside the first pouch-(2). 

6 - (Currently Amended) The {intragastric balloon ao olaimod on ono of the preceding o ClaimsJ., 
ohoraotorizod in tha t wherein the neck (5) extends from the port (3) towards the interior of the 
first pouch (3). 

7- (Currently Amended) The {intragastric balloon as olaimod in ono of the proeoding ©ClaimsJ., 
charaotoriBod in tha t wherein the neck (§) comprising comprises an internal wall (SI) defining 
said passage (e^and the fastening element (?) is arranged so as to surround the neck (S) and to 
exert pressure on the circumference thereof, such that the internal wall (SJ) of the neck (S) 
conforms in shape substantially to the sealing member (4); in a leak-proof manner. 

8. (Currently Amended) The intragastric balloon ao olaimod in ono of ©Claims 1 to 7 , 
oharaoteriz e d in tha tw herein the fastening element-(7) oonsists o f comprises a ring (8). 

9. (Currently Amended) The {intragastric balloon ao olaimod in ono of eClaims 1 te-8, 
oharaot e riz e d in that w herein the first pouch (3)-is made of polyurethane, and t he second pouch 
(30) beiag-ismade of silicone. 

10. (Currently Amended) The f intragastric balloon as oloimod in on e of Claim l th e pr e o e ding 
olaims , oharaot e riz e d in tha t wherein the sealing member (4) oonsists o f comprises a silicone 
valve. 

11. (Currently Amended) The { intragastric balloon ao olaimod in ono of eClaims 1 to 10 , 
oharaot e riz e d in that it oomprisos further comprising a ballasting means (30) designed to 
substantially weigh down the balloon. 
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12- (Currently Amended! The {intragastric balloon of eClaim 11, oharaotorizod in tha t wherein 
the ballasting means (30) oonoiat o f comprises a plurality of solid and dense bodies-(31) joined 
together by thread portions-(32). 

13- (Currently Amended - ) The {intragastric balloon of eClaim 12, oharaotorizod in tha t wherein 
the ballasting means (30) comprise spacers (33) arranged between two consecutive bodies (34) 
so as to prevent shocks. 

14- (Currently Amended) The {in tragastric balloon aa claimed in ono of eClaims 10 to 13, 
oharaotorigod in tha t wherein the ballasting means (30) is supported by the fastening element (7). 

15. (Currently Amended) The {intragastric balloon ao olaimod in of eClaims 12 and 14, 
characteriz e d in tha t wherein one of the ends of the thread joining together the bodies (34) is 
Sfm4y-attached to the fastening element-f?). 

16. (Currently Amended) The in tragastric balloon ao olaimod in ono of eClaims 11 to 15, 
oharaotorizod in that w hgrejnthe ballasting means (30) is arranged inside the first pouch (2). 

17. (Currently Amended) A M method of manufacturing an expandable intragastric balloon (1) 
designed to be implanted inside the stomach of a patient for the treatment of obesity, whoroin 
provisiona ar e mad e fo r comprising : 

r(a} a atop for manufacturing at least one first pouch (2) that is sufficiently flexible to 

pass from a reduced- volume configuration to an expanded configuration, and that is 

provided with at least one port-(3) ; ; 
r(b)a atop for assembling the first pouch (2) together with a second pouch-(20), 

provided with at least one hole (24), with the result being that the first pouch-(2) is 

contained inside the second pouch (20)?; 
-(c) a st e p for m anufacturing a sealing member (4) designed to seal said port (3)-and 

said hole (24) ?; and 

z(d )a st e p for fastening the sealing member-(4) onto the second pouch (20) in a 
substantially leak-proof manner, 
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ohoraotorizod in tha t wherein. in order to assemble the first and the second pouc h (2, 20) , the 
method comprises: 

r(ej a st e p for m ounting the sealing member (4) inside a passage (6) defined by a neck 

(§), extending from the port (3) of the first pouch (2), 
=(fj _a stop for fastening the sealing member (4) onto the first pouch (2) with the aid of a 

suitable fastening element (7), by pinching said neck (S) between the sealing 

member (4)-and the fastening element-^. 

18- (Currently Amended) The M method of ©Claim 17, oharactorizod in tha tw herein the step for 
fastening the sealing member (4) onto the second pouch (20) is carried out by welding or gluing. 

19. (Currently Amended) The M method aa claimed in ofeClaim 17 e^4S, oharactorizod in that 
wherein the sealing member (4) comprises a flange (4B) and in that t he method comprises a sub- 
step wherein said flange (4B) is welded or glued togothor wit h about the periphery of the hole 
x xrtr f- 

20. (Currently Amended) The M method a a olaimod in ono of ©Claims 17 te-49, oharaotorizod in 
that it eompriaoo further comprising a-the step (bHe^fJurning over the neck (§) such that it is 
situated inside the first pouch-(2). 

21. (New) The intragastric balloon of Claim 2, wherein the sealing member comprises a flange 
enabling it to be fastened onto the periphery of the hole in a leak-proof manner by gluing or 
welding the flange about the periphery of the hole. 

22. (New) The intragastric balloon of Claim 2, wherein the sealing member comprises a septum 
arranged inside the passage substantially opposite the fastening element. 

23. (New) The intragastric balloon of Claim 3, wherein the sealing member comprises a septum 
arranged inside the passage substantially opposite the fastening element. 
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24. (New) The intragastric balloon of Claim 14, wherein one of the ends of the thread joining 
together the bodies is attached to the fastening element. 

25. (New) The method of Claim 18, wherein the sealing member comprises a flange and the 
method comprises a sub-step wherein said flange is welded or glued about the periphery of the 
hole. 
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